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1- Initial Prayers

P. Blessed is our God, at all times, now and always and for ever and
ever .

C. Amen.

P. Heavenly King, Consoler, the Spirit of Truth, present in all places
and filling all things, the treasury of blessings and the giver of life.
Come and dwell in us, cleanse us of all stain and save our souls, o
Good One.

Christ is risen from the dead and by his death he has trampled upon death and he has
given life to those who were in the tombs (sung 3 times)



C. Holy is GOD. Holy the Mighty One. Holy the Immortal One.
Have mercy on us ( 3 times ) .

- Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now
and always and for ever and ever, amen.

- All-Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, forgive us our sins.
Master, pardon our transgressions, and especially, those that lead
us to avoid and to miss reconciliation, to be lacking unity and
peace. Holy One, look upon us, look upon your Church who, united
in prayer in Jerusalem and in the world, asks You solemny and
with great fervour: Heal our infirmities for Your Holy Name's sake.

- Lord, have mercy (3 times) .
- Glory be to the Father and the Son...
- Our Father, who are in heaven.... (each in his own language)
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2- Psalms 104: 24-34

LORD, how many are your works! In wisdom have you made
them all. The earth is full of your riches. There is the sea, great and
wide, in which are innumerable living things, both small and large
animals. There the ships go, and leviathan, whom you formed to
play there. These all wait for you, that you may give them their
food in due season. You give to them; they gather. You open your
hand; they are satisfied with good. You hide your face: they are



troubled; you take away their breath: they die, and return to the

dust. You send forth your Spirit: they are created. You renew the face
of the ground. Let the glory of the LORD endure forever. Let the
LORD rejoice in his works. He looks at the earth, and it
trembles, who touches the mountains, and they smoke. 1 will sing to
the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as | live.
May my meditation be pleasing to him, as | rejoice in the LORD.
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- For this Holy Town and for this holy place, and for those who
visit and enter it with faith, reverence and fear of God, let us pray
to the Lord .

- For all the Patriarchs of this Holy City, Jerusalem, for the all
heads and the representatives of all Churches in the Holy Land and
for the heads of the Churches in the world, that they rightly
dispense the word of the truth, that they find the way to the full
communion of the Churches according to the Lord’s Will, and be
strong witnesses of the joyful message of Christ, let us pray to the
Lord.

- For all Christians baptized in the water and the Holy Spirit, that
the Holy Spirit may let their hearts burn with the Love of God for
each other, and so renew their faith, let us pray to the Lord .

- For all of us present here, that over us all shall come the purifying
power of the Holy Trinity, let us pray to the Lord.

- That all of us shall be illuminated with the light of the wisdom
through the coming of the Holy Ghost, let us pray to the Lord.
- That all of us shall be planted in Jesus-Christ and participate to
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3- Litany of Unity and Peace

P. - In peace let us pray to the Lord .
C. Kyrie-eleison (repeated after each verse )

- For the conversion of our hearts to a spirit of reconciliation and
unity, for the peace of Jesus Christ from on high in our hearts and for
the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord .

- For peace in the whole Church of Christ and in the world,
beginning with and in this Holy Land, for the communion and the
well-being of the Churches of God in the Holy Spirit of Truth, let us
pray to the Lord.



his death and resurrection, let us pray to the Lord.

- That the Lord God may listen to the voice of the supplications of
us, sinners, and that He may have mercy on us.

- For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and need,
and from all evil, let us pray to the Lord.

- Help us, save us, have mercy on us and protect us, o God, by your
grace.

Let us remember our all-holy spotless, most highly blessed and
glorious Lady, the Mother of God and ever-virgin Mary, with all
the saints, and commend ourselves and one another and our whole
life to Christ God .

C. Toyou, O Lord
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Prayer

YOU who have granted us to pray together in harmony, and who promised
that when two or three are gathered to call upon your name, you will give
what they ask.

YOU, do now fulfill what your servants ask, so far as is good, granting us in
this world the knowledge of your truth, and in the world to come, the eternal
life.

For You are merciful, O God, and You love mankind, and to You we sent
up glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and for ever and
ever.

C. Amen
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4 - Psalm 146

Praise ye the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul. While | live will |
praise the LORD: | will sing praises unto my God while | have any
being. Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is
no help. His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his
thoughts perish. Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose
hope is in the LORD his God: Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and
all that therein is: which keepeth truth for ever: Which executeth judgment
for the oppressed: which giveth food to the hungry. The LORD looseth the
prisoners: The LORD openeth the eyes of the blind: the LORD raiseth them
that are bowed down: the LORD loveth the righteous: The LORD
preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow: but the way
of the wicked he turneth upside down. The LORD shall reign for ever, even
thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye the LORD.
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5- Hymnographies for the Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord
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- O Lord, I have cried to you: hear me. Give heed to the voice of my
supplication when I cry out to you. Hear me, O Lord. (Psalm
141,1)
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Let my prayer rise like incense before you and the lifting of my
hands, like an evening sacrifice. Hear me, O Lord. (Psalm 141,2)

("l o 15 )



g g plal G 0 puina gl Ailoe ] pran a4 addd - ]

1- Let God arise and his enemies will scatter, and those who hate
him will flee before him
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Our Passover, Christ the Redeemer is revealed to us today as a noble
Passover. It is a new and holy Passover, a mystical Passover, a
blameless Passover, a glorious Passover, a Passover for the faithful, a
Passover that opens for us the gates of Paradise, a Passover that
sanctifies all believers.
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2- As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish away, and melt away as
wax in the fire.
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Come back from what you have seen, O Women, heralds of good
tidings, and say to Sion: Accept from us the cheerful announcement
of the Resurrection of Christ. O Jerusalem, rejoice and exult and leap
for joy: for you have seen Christ the King coming out of the tomb as
fair as a bridegroom.
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3- So do sinners perish before God, but let the just exalt with joy
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When, early in the morning, the ointment-bearing Women stood

before the tomb of the Giver of life, they saw an angel sitting on the
stone and he spoke to them, saying: Why do you seek the Living



among the dead? Why do you mourn as if the Incorruptible One has
suffered corruption? Go to his disciples and proclaim the glad tidings
that Christ is risen from the dead.
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4- This is the day the Lord has made, let us be glad and exult in it
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A glorious Passover has shone upon us, a Passover of the Lord, a
Passover perfectly honorable. Let us embrace one another with joy. O
what a Passover delivering from sorrow, for Christ coming out of the

tomb as from a nuptial chamber fills the women with joy by telling
them top bring this happy news to the disciples
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(The procession with the Holy Gospel Book takes place now while
the Choir sings the following hymn)
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and
always and for ever and ever. Amen.
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Behold, today is the day of the Resurrection: Let us glory in the feast,
let us embrace one another in joy and say: O brothers and enemies
too: we forgive everything on Resurrection day, and let us all sing
together:
Christ is risen from the dead and by his death he has trampled upon death and he has
given life to those who were in the tombs.
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6- Hymn of the evening: * OoyfulLi gh t ...“

-00 Joyf ul Li ght! Light ar
immortal, the heavenly, holy, the blessed One, O Jesi
Christ.

- Restrain now that we have reached the setting of the su
and see the evening light, we sing to God, Father, S@md
Holy - Spirit.

- It is fitting at all times to raise a song of praise in measure
Melody to you, o Son of God, the giver of life.

- Behold the universe sings your glory.
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7- Reading from OIld Testament (Isaiah 11,1-9)

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a
Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him, the
Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of



power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD- and he
will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he
sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with
righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give
decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the
rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his
waist. The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down
with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a
little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their
young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child
put his hand into the viper's nest. They will neither harm nor
destroyon all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
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8- Reading from St. Paul (Ephesians 2,13-17)

Remember, Brothers, that at that time you were separate from Christ,
excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of
the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in
Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near
through the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has
made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of
hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments
and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man
out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile




both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their
hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away and
peace to those who were near.
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9- Reading of the Holy Gospel: (John 20,19-29)

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" After he said this,
he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed
when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As
the Father has sent me, I am sending you." And with that he breathed
on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his
sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not
forgiven." Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was
not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told
him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless | see the
nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and
put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." A week later his
disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.



Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, "Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger
here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop
doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"
Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."
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11- Ecumenical Demands

1. Grant Reconciliation, Unity and Peace to Jerusalem, grant Peace to
this Holy Land walked by your Beloved Son during His human days,
so that from Jerusalem, Peace may diffuse into the Church and into



the world; Grant peace to our hearts, so that we may be strong, joyful
and restless artisans and witnesses of Your Peace, everywhere in the
world.

2. Grant Reconciliation, Unity and Peace to the Jerusalem Church, the
Mother of all Churches; May the Churches in Jerusalem respond to
their antique and most important vocation of loving exchange, in the
contemplation of the treasures of their rich different traditions, in
communion around the Holy Places, so that the Jerusalem Church
may be a light in dark times, and give Love, Hope and Faith to the
whole Church.

3. Grant Reconciliation, Unity and Peace to Christians in your Spirit,
when contemplating and commemorating the Mysteries of Christ’s
earthly life, and especially, the Mysteries of His glorious death and
resurrection; May Love joyfully bring us to the Unity God wants from
His Church, in and through our wilful communion in prayer and in
our liturgical celebrations.
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PRAYER Look down upon us in your goodness, O Lord . Manifest
yourself to us in your rich mercies. Grant us peace in our Holy Land.
Stay the schisms of Churches. The raging of nations, by the might of
your Holy Spirit. Cast down rapidly the attempts of heresies. Receive
us all in your Kingdom, making us children of light and sons of the
day. Give us your peace and your love, O Lord our God who have



given us everything.

And grant that with one mouth and one heart we may glorify and
extol your most noble and magnificent name, of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit, now and always and for ever and ever. Amen
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12- Prayer of the evening

Deign, o Lord , to keep us, this evening,  without sin
- Blessed are You, o Lord God of our Fathers! Praised and glorified is
your name for ever. Amen
- O Lord, let your mercy rest upon us, for we have placed our trust in
You
- Blessed are You, o Lord: teach me your statutes.
- Blessed are You, o Master: grant that | may understand your
statutes.
- Blessed are You, o Holy One: enlighten me with your statutes.
- Everlasting is your love, Lord: do not turn away from the work of
your hands!
- Indeed, praise, adoration and glory are your due, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, now and always and for ever and ever, Amen.
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13- Hymn of Simeon the Just (Lk 2,29-32) (Hymn of hope realized by
the Incarnation of the Lord i May also our Lord, Jesus-Christ, realize our
hope in the Reconciliation, Unity and Peace in His Church and in the Holy
land!)

“Now You shall dismiss your servant, o Lord, according to your word, in
peace; because my eyes have seen your salvation, which You have prepared
before the face of all peoples, a light to the revelation of the gentiles and the
glory of your people Israel”
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14- PROCESSION AND ARTOCLASIA (or breaking of the bread while
singing the following hymnography of the 9. Ode of Easter canon):

The angel cried out to her who is full of grace: Rejoice immaculate
Virgin. Again, rejoice, for on the third day your son is risen from the
dead. Shine, shine, O New Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord has
risen over you. Cry out now and rejoice, O Sion; and you, the pure
one, the Mother of God, exult in the resurrection of your son.
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After breaking the bread we sing in Arabic:
Christ is risen....(3).
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15- Final Blessing (by all Bishops presents)

(At the end of the celebration, we all are invited for Agape bread and
drinks outside the church)
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Third extraordinary prayer of all Churches for
Reconciliation, Unity and Peace, beginning in and
proceeding from Jerusalem

Vesper s Prayer
At the Greek -Melkite -Catholic Patriarchate
Jerusalem

Saturday, 10. April 2010, 6 pm
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Fresco from thGreekMelkiteCatholic Church in Jerusalem
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The Embrace of the two Brothers  Apostles
Sts. Andrew and Peter

Symbol of Unity , Love and Peace



